SATYAGRAHA AGAINST WAR
orders. They said that they would. He asked the waves
of the rising tide to stop at the limit where they had then
reached. They did not obey. And the King rebuked the
courtiers for indulging in untruthful flattery.
In the Ramayan there is the story of Rama desiring to
cross the sea in order to reach Lanka. Tulsidas says that
Rama fasted for three days and prayed to the sea-god for
giving him the way. The sea did not relent and Laksha-
mana, with more faith in his arrows than in fasts, advised
to fight the sea with his astras'(weapons). As Rama was
about to accept the advice, the sea-god appeared before him
and showed him a simpler way than throwing weapons,
viz. building a bridge, Rama accepted the advice and
instead of war between the sea and him, there was
friendship.
The tide of communal frenzy was more violent and
stronger than the rising tide of the sea, which Canute ordered
to hold back, or the depth of the sea, which Rama wanted to
cross over. It was a living tide. Strong, violently minded,
relentless, cruel and unscrupulous organizations had been
for a long time busily engaged in pressing it up into a
tempest of unprecedented intensity. They had already
succeeded in massacring thousands on both sides, and in
putting some millions into indescribable hardships. The
biggest exodus that the world had ever witnessed had no
effect on these protagonists of Islamic Raj, Hindu Raj and
Sikh Raj. Their thirst for blood was still strong. Even
some members and staff of the two governments and rulers
were not, to put it mildly, quite clear in their minds about
the policy to be adopted against minorities living in their
States and in their attitude towards communalist propa-
ganda. Deliberately or foolishly not a few of them gave
encouragement to the R.S.S. in the Indian Union and to
the Muslim Guards in Pakistan. Barring a few personal
assistants, Gandhiji was for a time severely alone in his
task of fighting communalism, Nothing daunted, he deter-
mined to 'Do or Die' even if he were single-handed.